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Special circumstances would include, but are not limited to, an illness; a soccer-related injury; change of address 
(moved to a new Region); parental custodial rights; conflict with secondary or high school rules of state which 
prevent the registered player from completing the Standard Primary program; guest players; and/or players 
enrolled in any special or pilot program that has been approved for inclusion in AYSO secondary programs by the 
board of directors. 

If such a special circumstance arises within a Region, the Regional Commissioner must request approval, in 
writing, from the Area Director and/or Section Director prior to adding the child to a secondary season roster. 

In special cases where all efforts have been exhausted to obtain a substitute player within the Region or 
neighboring Region, the Area Director and Section Director may approve up to three (3) outside players to 
participate. An outside player is any player not currently registered in AYSO or not participating in the current or 
just-concluded regular/primary season AYSO program. Said approval shall be secured in writing and shall state 
the name(s) of the tournament(s) in which the outside player(s) are approved to participate. For insurance 
purposes, any outside player must register with the AYSO Office before participating. (See National Policy 
Statement 2.2.) 

Team affiliations:  
Individual teams are to represent one affiliation, i.e., players are all registered with one organization — AYSO, 
USYSA, etc. This does not preclude players from being registered in more than one organization; they just may 
not represent each on different teams in the same tournament. 

Size of Tournament:  
How many teams will participate? Be sure to pick a number of teams your volunteer base can support including 
full referee and field needs. A well-organized and conducted small tournament as a starter will help ensure 
success. Conversely, a tournament that is too large for the volunteer base will most likely become an unpleasant 
experience for all involved. A large tournament staffed with a sufficient number of qualified volunteers will be 
more visible and adequately run, will be more enjoyable, will undoubtedly raise more funds, and will ensure that 
everyone will be looking forward to the tournament next year. 

Name of Tournament:  
A catchy name can build a strong identity for a tournament, so choose it carefully. It is strongly recommended 
that the name AYSO be used somewhere in the tournament name. Creative names might reflect location, a 
unique feature of the Area, etc. Because of tax implications, it is not recommended that sponsors be given title 
sponsorship. One of AYSO's official logos, preferably the traditional logo, should be incorporated in the design of 
publicity and promotional materials for the tournament. 

Participation of International Teams:   
Inclusion of international teams in an AYSO tournament can enhance the experience for all participants but 
requires extra effort by the organizing committee. First, approval to conduct a competition involving one or more 
teams from other countries must be secured from both U. S. Soccer and FIFA. No international team may 
participate without these approvals. The committee should plan a four- to six-month timeline to secure approvals 
and properly advertise the tournament to potential visiting teams overseas. 

The necessary forms and applications from U.S. Soccer required for approval are able to be downloaded at: 

 http://www.ayso.org/resources/tournament_forms/open_invitational_international_forms.aspx.   

Paperwork must be fully completed and original documents returned to the AYSO Office with sufficient lead time 
such that the AYSO Office can then submit them to U.S. Soccer for approval.   It is good to allow at least 120 days 
in advance of the proposed date(s) of the tournament/matches to complete the approval process.  U.S. Soccer is 
not required to accept or approve any such application submitted less than 90 days in advance.  

After U.S. Soccer ensures that the team or organization is in good standing, it will then submit the request to FIFA 
(Federation Internationale de Football Association) for approval. Upon approval from FIFA, U.S. Soccer will return 
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the approved application to the tournament director, (and other organizers in jointly sponsored tournaments), 
the Section Director (and State Associations in jointly sponsored tournaments), and the AYSO Office. 

Research and Reporting Back:  
Each committee member should be given one or more of the above issues to research with a task completion 
date. A future committee meeting date should be set relatively soon after the task completion date in order to 
come to a conclusion about how to proceed. Take whatever time is required to research these issues, as they are 
probably the most important ones to be addressed. Regular meetings should be scheduled to maintain interest 
in the process. If the decision is made to host a tournament, the Regional Commissioner, Area Director, or Section 
Director should then proceed with identifying and appointing a tournament director. 
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15. AYSO Position 
Descriptions 

 

Position Descriptions for Section Director, Area Director, the seven required Regional Board positions, and 
several others are included here for reference purposes.  Each AYSO Position Description includes the following 
components: 

 Purpose 
 Specific Duties and Responsibilities 
 Qualifications and Desired Skills 
 Supervision protocols 
 Time Commitment 
 Orientation, Training and Certifications 
 Activity Locations 

All Position Descriptions are available on the AYSO website: 
 
http://www.ayso.org/resources/volunteer_position_descriptions.aspx 
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